





NATSURO, WHO APPEARS IN THE WORK, 


THIS STORY IS A SPINOFF ABOUT 
“WANDERING BORDER.” ENJOY! 
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END OUR RELA- 
TIONSHIP." 


IT ONLY TOOK A MOMENT FOR 
MY LOVE OF FIVE YEARS TO BE 
SHATTERED INTO PIECES... 





QUIETLY LEAVING 
BEHINP REGRETS IN 
THIS VERY SPOT. 





AFTER THE RAIN 


XS: 
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THOUGH 
I WANT TO 





















































































RIGHT 

THROUGH 
MY HEART 
1 WITH HIS 
WORDS. 


THIS SPOT. 





AWAY WITH 
THEM... 


WHAT'RE YOU 
DOING? 








LONG HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
SITTING HERE 
FOR THIS TO 


HAPPEN? 





</  HE: 
OOKEOLTKE: 
WHEN WE} 


GlRSoTs 
MET 











YEAH, I 
GET THAT 
REACTION 

ALOT. 


f va 


NATSURO, 


NICE TO 
4; MEET YOU, 
NATSURO! 





I GUESS 
T’LL TAKE 








IT'S ALITILE 
HEAVY, SPILLING 
MY GUTS TOA 
BOY I'VE JUST 


THOUGH HE 


S| THANKS. I 
DON'T WANT 


TO TROUBLE ie = 
Se) YOU. 


BESIDES... 
I CAN'T JUST 
LEAVE YOU 
HERE LIKE 


THIS. 
TROUBLE... 


AND I'M 
INVITING 
you. 
















+I WONDER 
IF THIS IS HOW 
HIROHARU WAS 
FEELING... 














WHEN 
WE MET FIVE or i 
YEARS AGO. LOOKING 
LIKE YOU'RE 


ABOUT TO 









YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
GET YOURSELF 
PICKED UP BY 
SOME NASTY 












HEY. 


I LOOK 
LIKE YOUR 
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SSS Zag my | 
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SOMETHING 
MIGHT CHANGE 
FOR YOU AFTER 

WE DO THIS, 

YOU KNOW? 
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REFRESHED, 
LIKE THE 


SPIRIT THAT 
POSSESSED 


IT FEELS 
\ || GOOD TO GET 
A RELEASE! 
























YOU CAN 
COME BACK 
AND RETURN 
IT ANOTHER 
TIME. 











IT APPEARED 


I WALKED 
70 LOOK A LOT pe THROUGH THAT 
DIFFERENT FROM PARK ON MY 
ee reds WAY HOME. 





BEND 
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HER HUSBAND wuar? 
TOOK ME TO 
EE THE CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS AT 
THE VERY LAST 
MINUTE. 

















ee” M GLAD Toa EXCITING THING #f 


ear ALL oF|_| THAT EVER 
YOU WENT HAPPENS. 
TOGETHER. 


TO ENJOY 
THE FINE 
WEATHER 
WHILE IT 
LASTS. 


ABSO- 
LUTELY. 




















THANK YOU. 
FOR YOUR 
CONCERN: 





I'VE BEEN 
CARRYING 
ONE AROUND 
THESE DAYS. 





I TOOK THAT 
UMBRELLA 
HIM. 





ANP, 
HAVEN'T 
THANKED 
HIM PROP- 

ERLY... 






AFTER THE RAIN 





JS {TF 
DIRECTLY TO 
HIS PLACE...? 

















HEY, 
NATSURO... 
L WHY DO YOU 
HAVE TWO UM- 
 BRELLAS? 


et, 


















SORRY TO 
SUDDENLY 
BARGE IN 
ON YOU. 
I DION'T 
GET YOUR 
NUMBER... 


ISN'T GOING 
TO STOP 


RAINING. 





I PROMISE 
I'LL BRING IT 


REALLY? 
THANKS! 








NATSURO, 

YOU HAVE 
ly - CREAM ON 
-] KIDDING!® |: YOUR FACE. 





I DIDN'T 
COME HERE 
TODAY... TO 


I WANTED 
TO HAVE A 
DECENT TALK 
WITH YOU... 


TO DEEPEN A 
FRIENDSHIP 
IS TO HAVE A 











REJECTING 
ME. 


BUT... I 
WANTED TO \ 
SLOW DOWN | 

AND GET 

TO KNOW 

YOU AS A 
PERSON... 





WOULDN'T 
DO THAT. 






















oe 


A LITTLE 
AWKWARD... 





BUT YOU! OUR 


FLEXIBLE. 








I HAVEN'T 
EXPLORED 
YOU YET AT 





IT 
HARD TO 
TELL WHAT 
YOU LIKE 
BECAUSE 
YOU LIKE IT 
ANYWHERE 
I TOUCH 








I DION'T 
REALIZE 
YOU'D BE 













..NATSURO? 
LET'S DO IT 
AGAIN. 


you 
CAN GIVE 
ME... AS MANY 


HICKIES AS 
YOU WANT. 


















I HAD 
AN URGE TO 
MARK HIM AND 
COULDN'T STOP 
MYSELF... 
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WITH THIS 
STRANGE TYPE 
OF APPEAL. 


SERIOUS- 


2 y 
Not. LY? YOU'RE 


REALLY... 


WHATEVER. 
IT SOUNDS 


ALL 
INNOCENT, 
THEN SUDDEN- 
LY TURNING 
AGGRESSIVE... 
SOMEONE I 
CAN GIVE MY 
EVERYTHING 





DIDN'T I 
TELL YOU? 


YEAH, YOU 
LOOK LIKE 


AREA. WHAT 
TYPES OF 





WHAT DO T 
NEED TO DO 
TO TURN IT 
INTO FRIED 
CHICKEN? 


oF, 
= 
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SHRIMP'S 
GOOD, TOO, 
YOU KNOW. 
















I STUDY 








PEOPLE 
FROM VARI- THitie 
CONCLUDE Bur, THE \ ust AN 
ING LITTLE FRIED SHRIMP \ Se 
THINGS LIKE a oid Wee FELT SAD AND 
ot Ne THA "6 LI ANGRY WHEN 











IT’S LIKE UNEXPECTEDLY 
THE TYPE OF GOOD. THAT 
PSYCHOLOGY SATISFACTION 
BEHIND IT... EXCEEDED YOUR } 
HOW YOUR BRAIN GLOOM, AND 

TRANSMITS YOU GAINED A 
THOSE FEELINGS NEW SENSE OF 
AND HOW THEY HAPPINESS. 
TIE IN TO YOUR 
ACTIONS. 

















YOUR PRECIOUS 
FRIED CHICKEN & 
WAS SUDDENLY 
TAKEN FROM 
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A 
THE FRIED " 
CHICKEN 
WAS GOOD, 
BLT SO WAS 
THE FRIED 
SHRIMP. 

, WASN'T THAT 
GREAT!? 






I THINK I'M 
STARTING TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
HE PULLS ON MY 
HEARTSTRINGS 
IN STRANGE 
WAYS. 


e 





I WAS 
ALITTLE 
CARELESS 
DURING 
})| HAPPENED...? 
THERE'S A 
BRUISE ON 
YOUR WRIST. 


OKAY, I'LL 
CALL You. 
TAKE CARE. 











+OH, 
BROTHER. 


















I CAN'T IT THINK 
BELIEVE IT I'MALREADY... 
MYSELF... IN LOVE, 


TOO BAD... 
WE COULDN'T 
HAVE SPENT 


MORE TIME 
TOGETHER... 














“TLL BE 
THERE AS 
SOON AS 
I GET OFF 
WORK"... 
THERE! 


I HOPE 
WE CAN SPEND 
MORE TIME 
TOGETHER NEXT | 


I'LL HAVE 
TO BRING A 
CHANGE OF 


TM 
GETTING ALL 
EXCITED... 7 ** 





TSURO... 


YOU'RE REAL 
PASSIONATE 
TODAY. 





| YOU SINCE THAT 
\ J\ LAST TIME WE 
M 


i) ARE YOU 

REALLY GONNA 
MAKE UP FOR 
LAST TIME? 
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I WAS N 
SO EAGER, 


I DON'T 
REALLY RE- 








= iene _ TMC 




















I DIDN'T 
WANT TO KNOW 
THE ANSWER TO 
THAT MYSTERY. 







RAIN IS 
EXPECTED 
THROUGH 

THIS WEEK. 


FOR SOME 
REASON... 


«THE RAINY 
SEASON IS 
EXPECTED TO 
START EARLY 
THIS YEAR, 









IS HE 
J OUT...2 01D 
o) 2 GET HERE 
] 700 ZARLy? 
















£ 
SHOULDN'T GO 
IN WITHOUT 
BEING INVITED, 
BUT I'M JUST 
GOING TO SEE 
IF HE'S HOME... 













HI, 
TSUYUHIKO? 
I'M COMING 
IN... 









IHAVE...A 
BAD FEELING 


SORRY, 
I'M COMING 
INSIDE. 


AND IT'S 
EXPECTED 
TO BE FAIRLY 


HIKO!? 


OVER JAPAN 
THROUGH THE 
START OF 
JULY... 





8] BE ON THE 
f—] LookouT FoR 
THUNDER- 
STORMS AND 
HEAVY RAIN. |} 
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AFTER THE RAIN 








HEY, GOH, 
LET GO OF 
MY WRIST. IT 

HURTS. 










AND, I 
THINK THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


SORRY, 
NATSURO, I'LL 
JUST BEA 
MINUTE. 

















me jo 
PLUNGE PLUNGE 


FUCKING 
EXHIBI- 
TIONIST! 


















































TSUYUHIKO 
SEDUCED 
YOU WHEN 
YOU WERE 
LONELY OR 
‘\ SOMETHING, 





j 
yo ATO A Guy IN 
(NEED. THAT'S 


AVS FALL ea 












SORRY. 
YOU BOUGHT 
THOSE FOR 
ME, RIGHT? 







AND I HAVE 
NO RIGHT TO 
SAY ANYTHING 
TO HIM, BUT... 





I GUESS 





WERE YOU 
WITH THAT 
GUY...? 









I COULDN'T 
LEAVE HIM 
ALONE. HE 
WAS SAD. 













THAT AT THE | \ 
BEGINNING, } 


\F W\W 
o> \ WERE LIKE 
| A 


ANYONE 
WOULD 
WANT TO DO 
SOMETHING 





























WHY ARE YOU 
LOOKING LIKE 
THAT AGAIN? 





AND L-“~ 
APOLOGIZE. 
FOR THAT. 
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EL 
DEEPER AND 
DEEPER IN 








NATSURO! 









HEY, 
NATSURO! 


Ri 
ed Bet 


A Aa 


FORCE YOU 
TO DRINK. 





CLUSIONS, 
BUT... 


MAYBE 
IT'S BEST 
TO SAY GOOD- 
BYE BEFORE 
THINGS GOT YOU'RE 
COMPLICATED. 


WELL, 
WHAT CAN 



























HOW CANT 
TELL IF THAT'S 
THE RIGHT 
THING TO 
20,..? 

















I KEEP 
COMING UP 
WITH CONVENIENT 
EXCUSES, LIKE, MAYBE 
THERE WAS A REASON 
FOR WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH THAT GUY. 


YOU REALLY 
MANAGE TO 





I STILL 
WANT TO 
SEE HIM, 


GET HOME ON Js 


\ YOUR OWN? 





I WONDER 
WHAT HE'S 
DOING NOW. 


















OR THE 
LOVE THAT 
TSUYUHTKO 
oR SAID HE 
WHO THAT FELT FOR 
GUY IS, HE ME... 
LOOKED MUCH 
CLOSER TO 
HIM THAN I 







NONE OF 
IT MAKES 
SENSE... 


TREATMENT 
LIKE HE 
GAVE ME 
BEFORE... 


WOULD LET 
ME FORGET 
ABOUT HIM... 








YOU WERE 
LOOKING A 
BIT DOWN. 


I SIT NEXT 
TO YOU? 


HAPPEN? 


| [S 
















OH... 
THIS AND 
THAT, I 
GUESS... 











I'M 
GUESSING 
YOU'VE BEEN 
TRYING 
TO DRINK 
AWAY YOUR 
SORROWS. 


T'LL LET 
YOU FORGET 
EVERYTHING. 





I'M ALL 
SET. YOU JUST 
STAY STILL, AND 
T'LL TAKE CARE 
OF THE REST. 


DARK, AND { 
NO ONE'S 
LOOKING. 





lg 


STARTING jj 
TO SOBER uP, 
E=) SORE-EYES? [i 


AREN'T MY 
TYPE, BUT YOU 
LOOKED EASY. 

THAT'S WHY 

I’M BEING 


YOUR FIRST 
TIME TO DO 





IT'S OKAY. 
DON'T BE 


TLL mae SCARED. 


IT GOOD 
FOR YOU. 


I'LL GIVE 
YOU THIS TO 
KEEP YOU 
QUIET. 


OKAY. SAY 
AHHO 





DO 
YOU MIND 
GETTING 
OUT OF THE 
WAY? 









TO BE CAREFUL, 
NATSURO! 
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WHY IS HE 


ALWAYS THIS J 


WAY.,.? 


TRYING TO 
FORGET ABOUT 
BEING CAUGHT 

HERE BYA 


I TOLD 
YOU YOU'D 
GET PICKED 
UP BY SOME 
NASTY GUY IF 
YOU SAT HERE 


\ 


YOU LEFT MY 


t've Been \(/k Spr \ TEXTS ON 


WORRIED : READ? 
ABOUT 
YOU. 





ARE YOU \.- 
I FEELING |. 


PITY FOR | 
ME NOW... | 


FINDING 
ME IN THIS 
SORRY STATE 
AFTER I SAW 
YOU WITH 


THAT WAS 
CHILDISH 





THE 
OTHER 

a / ISAIDI DAY... 
/ §=COULDN'T LEAVE 


AROUSED I 
CAN BARELY WHEN I FELT 


CONTROL 5 SORRY FOR 
MYSELF. 4 THEM. / 
7 sas 





I 
KNEW YOU 
WERE NICE, 
NATSURO. 


YEAH. I 


iN CAN'T STOP 
MYSELF AND 

I CAN'T SAY 
NO. 


YOU SAYING 
EVERYTHING 
WE'VE BEEN 
DOING, IT'S 
ALL BEEN 
IMPULSE...? 










WITH GOH... I 
DON'T LOVE HIM 
OR ANYTHING. 


J Sf | ie 


Ly 
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IS HE ANOTHER + HERE 
MAN THAT I COULD IGO 
NEVER COMPETE AGAIN. 
AGAINST? 








4 





WHAT IS IT, 
NATSURO? 








SS. 




















PARTNER OR 
ANYTHING, AND 
I'M NOT INA 
POSITION TO 
SAY ANYTHING 


WILL 
HE BE 
THAT WAY 
FOREVER? 





ITS 
WHAT HE 
WANTS TO 
I'MNOTHIS DO, 



























I'M SICK, 
AREN'T 
(..2 


STAND 
BUTHE'LL pre way 
PROBABLY oF THINK- | 
CONTINUE TO” WG... 
SEE MEN LIKE 











AM I JUST 
GOING TO 
GIVE UP... 


ON THE 
RELATION- 
SHIP THAT'S 
RIGHT HERE 
IN FRONT 
OF ME? 









ANYONE 
WOULD LOOK 
AT ME LIKE 
I'M PIRT OR 





















DESPISE 
BUT, HE ME IF THEY 
TRIES TO BE HEARD ME 
CONSIDERATE. TALK LIKE 
HE'S TOO NICE War: 


FOR HIS OWN 
GOOD. 


WHEN I 
LEFT HIM... 
I FELT LIKE 

STAYING WITH 


HIMA LITTLE 
LONGER... 


























I LOVE HIM. 
WHY DOESN'T 
HE GET THAT? 


tte 





PLEASE 
LEAVE. 
I HAVE 
TO WORK 
ON MY 
REPORT. 


SHUT 
uP. THE 
WINDOW'S 


++HIM 
AGAIN? 
DOESN'T HE 
EVER GIVE 















MAYBE HE'D 
THINK... 


= 


IF I TRIED 
70 COME UP 
WITH A WAY TO 
DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT HIS 
LIFESTYLE... 


















MERELY 
HAVING 
THESE 
THOUGHTS 
DOESN'T 
CHANGE 
ANYTHING. 








I'LL SEE 
HIM, HAVE 
HIM TELL ME 
MORE ABOUT 
HIM, AND... 


AS ONE OF THE 
GUYS HE FEELS 
SORRY FOR. 


AFTER THE RAIN 


: natsuro! b= 
‘ THANKS FoR \ /j 
= {4s warrine: \& 
Dh 2 


















































NEVER SEE 
YOU AGAIN. 








es 


I THOUGHT 
WE COULD 


PLAY THEM 
TODAY. 
THEY'RE ALL 
OLDIES BUT 
GOODIES. 


WHY 
DON'T WE 
PLAY GAMES 
AND RELAX 
HERE NOW 
AND THEN? 


WATCH A DVD 
IF YOU DON'T 





SER) 


ry 


THEY WOULD 
DUMP ME 
RIGHT 


THEY COULDN'T 
FIGURE ME 


I KNOW 
700 LITTLE 
ABOUT HIM 





BUT, 


IT'S NOT 
NICE TO 
LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND... 


+ WERE YOU 
LIKE THIS 
CHARACTER 
WHEN You 

WERE DATING 





THEN, ONE 
DAY, I REAL- 
IZED I WAS 
ALITTLE DIF- 
AND I ALSO FERENT FROM 
REALIZED I OTHERS... 
WAS INTER- 
ESTED IN 
GUYS... 


I PANICKED 
A BIT SINCE 
IT HAPPENED 





















HAVE YOU ¥& 
BEEN DATING 


EVER SINCE 
THEN...? 





LIKE THIS 
POOR GUY 
WHO GETS 
DUMPED BY 
THE GIRL IN 
THIS GAME. 
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I WOULDN'T 
EXACTLY CALL 
THAT “DATING.” 






i 


rm | 
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OPINION, TO 
DATE SOME- 
ONE IS TO 
BECOME 
THEIR PART- 

NER... 4 










PARTNER IS 
IN A SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH ONLY THAT [| 
PERSON. 









WHAT I'M 
TRYING TO 
micHT AY IS... 













UNLIKE 





FRIENDS, YOU 
EXPERIENCE 

AND YOU INTENSE 
ALSO Become EMOTIONS... 





RESPONSI- 
BLE TOWARD 
THE OTHER 
PERSON. 










RATHER THAN 
BEING INVOLVED 
WITH A NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE AT 
THE SAME TIME 
OR ACTING ON 
IMPULSE... 












YOU'RE 



























WITH THAT ONE 
PERSON ALONE, 
AND YOU'RE 
( ALWAYS THINK- 
ING ABOUT 
THEM. 
\ 
/i\ \ 
TS y IT’S WHERE YOU 
Sib oto THAT'S - SHOW THAT YOU 
WHAT I FEEL |} LOVE THEM AND 
|__| a IT MEANS... ARE WILLING TO 
TO DATE BE RESPONSIBLE 
> SOMEONE. FOR YOUR RELA- 






TIONSHIP. 

























































































TAKE IN AT 
ONCE... 


EVERYONE'S 
BEEN HAPPY 
WITH ME. I 
THOUGHT TI 
WAS DOING : 
SOMETHING 
GooD. te 














BUT, ISN'T 


THAT JUST wT KNOW 
se Ay aN wonoee 2 je 
VEMEN RELATIONSHIPS sia 
END WHEN HE 
SATISFIES THE 
OTHER GUY... 


FEELINGS 
FOR THEM... 














i) 
AREN'T WE \\ 
GONNA DO 
It? 


a 






a 


BECAUSE 
I LOVE 


WITH THE EX- 

CEPTION OF A 

fam PURELY PHYSI- 

PEOPLE DON’T “am CAL RELATION- 
HAVE SEX THAT 
EASILY IF THEY 
AREN'T DATING. 


YOU SAVED 
ME, THEN I 
GOT MORE 
AND MORE 


ATTRACTED TO 
YOU, AND NOW 
I LOVE You 
VERY MUCH... 


THAT'S WHY 
I DON'T WANT 
JUST A PHYSICAL 
RELATIONSHIP 





vy TO 
) \SLEEP WITH 
\ :ANYONE WHO _, 
(COMES. ALONG 
BECAUSE YOU... 
'FEEL.SORRY” | 
\FOR THEM. 


























WHy I WANT 
US TO SEE 
EYE-TO-EYE 
AND HAVE YOU 
/ UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU'RE 
REALLY 
FEELING. 





I'M HAPPY TO 
BE WITH THE 
PERSON THAT 





YOU'RE 
DEAR TO ME 
WHEN YOU'RE 
IN MY ARMS. 


\ 
\ LIKE BEING, | 
N WITH ME?~...|> 
Bie aan 


ae 


sot 
WANT YOU 
TO CHER- 
ISH THAT 
FEELING. 





BUT I 
CAN'T REALLY 


TELL WHAT THE 
DIFFERENCE IS 








TIME SEEMS 
70 GO BY SO 
QUICKLY... 


AND 
THAT WALL 














SLEEPING SO 
PEACEFULLY, 


| HAVE A DATE WITH RIKA TODAY. 
BUT YUNO SAYS SHE'S LONELY 
AND WANTS TO SEE ME... 








I'VE BEEN MORN- 


ING! 














*CTHINK——$ Sa "YOU'RE WITH THAT. 

THATS WHAT ~e ONE"PERSON  ALONE= 

ITMEANS... ® —"AND=YOU'RE ALWAYS” 
TO. DATE 


BE WHAT HE 
(g! MEANT. 

















“I'LL COME 
AND SEE YOU 
AS SOON AS 
I SUBMIT MY 
REPORT AND 

DO SOME 

COURSE 

STUFF"... 


AND, 
SEND. 





| HAVE STUFF TO DO AT 
SCHOOL AND MIGHT 
NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE 

IT TOMORROW. SORRY.AL 


NO PROBLEM! ILL 
‘SEE YOU THE DAY 
AFTER TOMORROW 





Sf 
\/ 


IS 








COME ON, 
TSUYUHIKO... K\ 


leis ae | 
(Ake 
SE N 




















/ attus W 
TIME FOR 
YOU... 











NATSHRO... 
LOOK AT 
THAT BED 


UMBRELLA 
Tt 


WITH 











WAS IT GOH...? 
HAVE YOU KNOWN 
HIM FOR A LONG 


INDELICATE 
QUESTION, 





YOU FEEL 
SORRY FOR 
HIM AND HAVE 
sO YOU AN URGE TO 
CAN'T SAY NO, DO SOMETHING 
AND YOU GET TO HELP 
EXCITED AND HIM... 
CAN'T STOP 


BUT, IF YOU 
DON'T WANT TO 
DO IT... 


THEN DON'T MAYBE 
YOU THINK IT } YOU ARE 
WOULD BE A BEING KIND IN 
GREATER ACT TRYING TO DO 
OF KINDNESS SOMETHING 
TO REJECT FOR HIM. 
HIM? 













you Y 
| | COULD Practice \/ 
GETTING EXCITED, 
EVEN WHEN 
YOU DON'T FEEL 
SORRY FOR 





AC 

























YOu 
MUST KNOW 
ALOT MORE 
ABOUT THE 
MECHANISMS 
OF HUMAN 
EMOTIONS 
THAN I DO... 








TO SIMPLY 

ACCEPT MY 

EMOTIONS, 
OKAY? 








BECAUSE, 
TSUYUHIKO... 





I WANT 
TO UNDER- 


STAND 
YOU. 























EXCITED FOR 
SOME OTHER 
REASON, 


RIGHT...? 





I THINK WE 
FOR TODA 


ie ALWAYS 
ee, } FLUTTERED IN 
Ne! N BUT NOW EXCITEMENT... 
Ae IT FEELS LIKE 











TSUYUHIKO, 
YOU EAT 
SO MUCH T 
CAN BARELY 
KEEP UP. 


I BROKE 
MY LAST UM- 
BRELLA, SO 


CAN WE STOP 


SOMEWHERE 
AND GETA 
NEW ONE? 


WANT TO LOSE 
MY APPETITE 


I HAVE 
A FOLDING 
| UMBRELLA. IT’s 
SMALL... BUT WE 









L0S7 A PART 
OF OUR HIS- 








IS WHERE 
I BOUGHT 
THAT ONE. 





NATSURO? \— 
WHAT IS 
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Y 



















a NG ‘ 
ry, 


FY \\ | Sees. | 








I DIDN'T 
FALL INLOVE |, 
WITH YOU 
BECAUSE YOU 
LOOKED LIKE 
HIM, 





MY HEAD, MY 


HEART, EVERY 
PART OF ME... 





I'M NOT 


SURE I CAN aS 


A LIKE LAST 
TIME... 





























TSki fz 





YOU THINK 
YOU ARE? 
































DON'T 
YOU GET 
IT'S USE- 
LESS TO 
STRAIGHTEN 
HIM OUT? 
WHAT KINDA 
DUMBASS 
PUBLIC 
SERVANT 
ARE YOU? 






WHY THE 
HELL WOULD 
I WORRY? 


we 


; 












LEAVE HIM 
X BE? YOU'RE 
JUST LIKE 


USELESS? 








I CAN'T LET 
HIM CONTINUE 
TO LIVE LIKE 
THAT. 
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OF HIS IS 
A BUNCH OF 
EGOISTIC 
B.S. AND 
HIS NEED 
FOR SEXUAL 
RELEASE. 





AND, WHAT'S 


+-YOU WRONG WITH 
DON'T KNOW THAT? 


ANYTHING, 
YOU SON OF 








WHATEVER & 


YOU DO... 


THAT GUY'S 
GONNA COME 
BACK TO ME. 


































































































SATISFIED, 
HE NEEDS ME. 
HE CAN'T STAY 

AWAY. 











ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
REPORT 
HIM? 














You 
























TOOK 
THar euy NO CARE OF 
oursipe AND PROB- BUSINESS 

LEM. FOR ME, 
9d fll THANKS. DIDN'T 
CONFUSION . 


MINIMAL. 










LIKE I SAID 
BEFORE, YOU 
SHOULD QUIT 
BEFORE IT’S 










WHO DATES A 
GUY LIKE THAT 
HAS TO BE 
BAD NEWS. 








I DON'T 













KNOW WHY... 
BUT YOU'RE 
JUST BEING 
GIRL YOU 
STUBBORN. ice 
TALKING 


ABOUT, 





HEY... 
NATSURO? 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING? 





THE MORE I 
KNOW, THE MORE 


INTRIGUED I 
GET. 





CAUSING 
TROUBLE FOR 


NATSURO! 





I’M THE ONLY 
GUY WHO CAN 
ALWAYS SATISFY YOU. 
BEEN LIKE 
THAT. 
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ZA SES 
Y Ps Hi 
th COULD 
V1 POSSIBLY 
Z STAND 
¥y 


ag 


\ 
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I'M 


TELLING 
HIM NOT 





..NATSURO. 







HI... 
I WAS ABOUT 
TO CALL YOU. 








WANT TO 
SEE YOU 
ANYMORE. 


Z\ 





TOO MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


ANYWAY, | 
ONLY WENT 
TO BED WITH 
YOU ‘CAUSE | 
| FELT SORRY 
FOR YOU. 


I'VE 
GOTTEN 
PRETTY 

SICK OF 


























CHAPTER 6 
yy 


wl HEARD 
AYAME DIED 
IN A TRAFFIC 

ACCIDENT. 


SHE WAS 
SO YOUNG. ITS 
SO SAD... 


SAID SHE 
WAS ABOUT 
TO CET MAR- 


HER 
HUSBAND-TO-BE 
SEEMED LIKE A VERY 
NICE, SINCERE 
MAN. 


[ONLY 
RECENTLY 
HEARD 
ABOUT 
IT. 





IS, UNTIL 

THAT DAY 
AWHILE 
AFTER THE 
FUNERAL, 





HE 
ALWAYS LOOKS 
SO PROPER! 








DID YOU 
KNOW MY 
SISTER? 















































NO WAY... 
HE'S CHANGED 
COMPLETELY. 


f/\\ 


\ 







f/ 
THAT WAS i 
SS 
Y 





THE START OF 
OUR FUTILE 3 
RELATION- XN 
AAI] Look UKE 


HER WHEN | 


WA SEE YOU UP 


BODY STILL ' 
REMEMBERS : 
HOW TERRIBLY 
EXCITED I 
GOT. 











SEE HER 
IN ME... 







YOU CAN 
PRETEND 


HObJS COULD 
| LEAVE HIM 
LIKE THIS...? 














IM... A 
LUY... BUT 
IS IT OKAY 

TO CONSOLE 

HIM...2 


REMEM- 
BERED THE 
PLEAS- 
URE OF 
GIVING 
EACH OF 
THEMA 


DON'T 
YOU EVER €O 
AWAY... 























THE ONE WHO 
CALLED ME 
HERE FORA 

CHANGE. 


THAT. 
(DL FELT. 
UTTERLY 
HOPELESS 


HOW'S 
IT GOING, 
TSUYUHIKO? 





























AFTER THE RAIN 






























wih 
WEEK'S 
GONE BY 
HE } SINCE 
ISN'T AN-\\ THAT 
SWERING \ DAY. 
MY CALLS, 



































































































































PLEASE STAY 
INSIDE AND 
SEEK HIGHER 
GROUND IF 
NECESSARY. 


I 


CAN ONLY 


+MORE 
RAIN IS 


PREDICTED. 


| THE 
FORECAST 


RAIN TONIGHT 
AND RIVERS 
MAY START 

FLOODING. 


% IS FOR HEAVY 


i 


i 


| 
Easel 





WHAT IS 
THIS? YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO 
ASKED ME TO 

COME OVER. 


| | \ 
\ a 
\ Ale | 
y < | 
\ } y 
[hy THAT ISN'T 


/{\ WHY TASKED | | 











STOP IT. 
YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 

HIM!! 





CLATTER! 


I'M TALK- 
ING TO YOU 
NOW ‘CAUSE 

I WANT TO 

MEET HIS 

EXPECTA- 


INSTEAD 
OF TOSSING 
ME OUT, HE'S 
TRIED OVER 
AND OVER TO 

REALLY SEE 
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WITH HIM? 















































++ WHAT 
THE HELL 
ARE YOU 

DOING? 


ISN'T IT OB- 
VIOUS? STOP 





IT 
SOUNDED 
LIKE THERE 
WAS MORE 
YOU WANTED 





GOING OVER 


PLACE... 


TALKING 
WITH YOU 











DON'T YOU, 
GOH? 






THAT'S LIKE, 


FORGET...? 





COULD YOU 








ZENS 
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HE NEEDS 
ME... — 













YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO CAN'T 
LET HIM GO. 


{ I'M GOING 
TO TAKE HIM | “/ 
4 FROM YOU. |(/ 








BE BALD... } 





I NEVER 
WOULD HAVE 
KNOWN 
ANY OF IT 


WITHOUT 
HIM... 


THIS TIME, 
THERE'S SO 
MUCH I NEVER 
REALIZED 
WHILE I WAS 











I WANT 
TO BE WITH ¥ 
NATSURO... 











THE WAY. 
YOU USED 


x 
Ei 
=o 
ow 
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LET'S GO 
INSIDE, YOU 
NEED A COLD 


APOLOGIZE 
TO YOUR 
NEIGH- 
BORS... 








GOH... 
I WANTED 
TO SORT 
THROUGH 
IT ALL, 


THEN MOVE 
I | \ FORWARD 
KNEW YOU'D \ WITH YOU. / 
WORRY ABOUT \ = 
ME, AND 
I'D CAUSE 
TROUBLE 
FOR YOU IF 





THANKS FOR 
MAKING AN 


EFFORT FOR 
ME. 





RELIEVED 
TO HEAR 
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SQUEEE! 
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GOOD 
IDEA. 


THE 
WEATHER'S 
NICE. A 
PERFECT 
DAY FORA 
DATE. 


YOu 
CAN WEAR 
SOMETHING 
| HAVE, 

























WILL 
YOU GO OUT 
WITH ME? 








ISN'T THIS 
S| OUTFIT TOO 
Nin, FLASHY FOR 


HAVEN'T HAD 
NICE WEATHER 
LIKE THIS IN 


OUR FIRST 
DATE AS A 
COUPLE. 


WATCHING... 





THEY'RE 
NOT you! 


















I DON'T 
THINK SO, iA 


EITHER... |/ wi : 


WELL, 

AS LONG AS 
TSUYUHTKO'S 
HAVING 
FUN... 


YOU LOOK 
GREAT! 


Laie 












pap * 

o 2, WORK! THESE 
PF WOULD 
eS PROBABLY 

LOOK GOOD 










ON YOU. 





I... I'M 
u FEELING _ \ 

EVEN MORE ea \ 9 

R- ySELF-CON- / : || 

REALLY? SCIOUS \} 

EHDD NOW... 









WE'LL MAKE 
THIS LIGHT 
AND HAVE A 
SUBSTANTIAL 
DINNER. 








IT's 
TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 
BEING HERE 
WITH YOU. 





IT's 
FUN BEING 
ON A DATE WITH 
SOMEONE YOU 
LOVE. 


NOW ON 


A WE'RE GOING 
| TO HAVE A 


LOT OF FUN 
| TOGETHER. 











uu 


Zm 








"RAINED ON A 
LOT, DON'T 
\WE...? 



















I WANTED 
Us TO COME 
TOGETHER! 





HOW ABOUT 
ONE MORE 
~|_ ROUND... 









HEY... 
NATSURO? 


I CAN'T 
STOP THE 
WORDS FROM 






GLAD TO 
HEAR YOU 





I DIDN'T 


KNow tr { 
FELT SO 
GOOD... 


i = D.. 


SPOe 


& 
er 








RASSING 
MYSELF IN 





HEAR Every |, 
WORD you 
SAY. 


FOR SAYING 


SO MANY 
BEAUTIFUL 





I WAS JUST 
THINKING OF 
THE DAY WE 
FIRST MET. 


IT WAS REALLY 
EXCITING THAT 


BUT 
THIS IS TEN 
TIMES MORE 

AMAZING. 





GIVE) 
UPBONTHIS 
RELATIONSHIP. 


# ii 








YOU'RE 

MOVING 

AWFULLY 
FAR AWAY... 






\\THege MUST 
\\ Be OTHERS. _/ 
YOU KNOW. 7 /, 





HAHAHA! 


THE WEATHER 
FORECAST IS 
SO WRONG! 


SHOULDN'T BE 
LONG. DO You 
WANT TO RUN 
TO DO SOME 
SHOPPING? 


AND 
WITH THE 

ARRIVAL OF 
SUMMER... be 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE'LL HAVE 
SUNSHINE 
ALL WEEK. 


i ITS , 
RAINING) 
AGAINI? 


SURE TO 
TAKE PRE- 
CAUTIONS 

AGRINST 
HEAT 
\| STROKE... 





ON YOUR 
MARK...! 













IT SEEMS WE'RE 
ALWAYS GETTING 
RAINED ON. 


TLL 
NEVER LET 
GO OF YOU. 
I PROMISE. 


OH, SO 
WHAT IF I 
GET WET!? 


YOU CAN 
\ HAVE THE / 
\ SHIRT! A 
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ALWAYS THIS 
EMBARRASS- 
ING TO HAVE | / 
HIM STARE 
AT ME... 


































TO LOOK HIM 
IN THE EYE... 









CAN WE DO 
IT FROM THE 
BACK...? 


TURN! 
Ji ©& 


\ iN 
A 


\\ 
LA 2. 
Q 







2 


IAI ZY 














THAT 
WAS WHY I 
DECIDED TO 
4 STUDY HUMAN 
SCIENCES. 


GET SO 
TURNED ON, 
I'D BARELY 
EVEN LOOK 


AT THE OTHER 
PERSON. 


IF THERE 
WAS SOME- 
THING I 
COULD DO 
ABOUT MY 

PHYSICAL 





I 
FOUND OUT 
THAT THERE 
WAS PRETTY 

MUCH NOTHING 
I COULD DO 
ABOUT MY 
ISSUES. 





I'M 
SELF-CON- 
SCIOUS AS 
HELL, BUT I 

CAN'T GET 
ENOUGH 


THAT 
\\ v HURTS. 


-.BUT, 
I'M GLAD 
TO HEAR 

IT. 


+ SEEING YOU 
WATCHING ME 
LIKE THIS... 


NOISE! 





DIDN'T SAY YOU 
LOVE ME AS MANY 
TIMES AS YOU 
USUALLY DO... 
AND I 
WONDERED IF 
SOMETHING 
MIGHT HAVE 
HAPPENED... 


THANKS FOR 
FALLING SO 
DEEPLY IN 


GOTTEN 
INTO 
you!? 


I'M 
ONLY GETTING 
STARTED, 

NATSURO! THANKING eA 


WHY'RE you, 
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IT ONLY TOOK A MOMENT FOR HIS FIVE-YEAR-LONG 
AFFAIR TO END. 
NATSURO IS SITTING IN A PARK HE-ONCE 
FREQUENTED WITH HIS | FORMER LOVE. | HE'S FEELING 
BROKEN-HEARTED. AND EMPTY WHEN A MAN 
APPROACHES- HIM... A MAN Ae REMINDS HIM OF: 
THE ONE*HE’ D JUST LOST. [a i Tee 
HIS-NAME IS TSUYUHIKO. TSUYUHIKO- PRACTICALLY 
\FORCES HIM TO COME TO | HIS? /APARTMENT,. SAYING 
HE CAN'T BEAR TO. LEAVE: ‘MAN DROWNING\IN= 
HIS SORROW. THEN. EXCHANGING FEW WORDS, 
TSUYUHIKO SAYS | NATSURO CAN THINK OF HIM AS 
f "REPLACEMENT ‘FOR HIS FORMER LOVE AS THEY 
PROCEED. TO INDULGE-IN. PHYSICAL. PLEASURE. 
NATSURO: CANT BELIEVE WHAT. HE'S DONE. BUT, 
SEEING TSUYUHIKO'S INNOCENT SMILE AS HE =N 
PROMISES, TO -SEE*HIM-AGAIN, SOMETHING STARTS——| 
TOICHANGE INSIDE HIM. LITTLE DOES HE KNOW THE— 
COMPLICATED. ISSUES THAT PLAGUE\TSUYUHIKO. \ 











HI, I'M AKI UEDA. THANK YOU FOR PICKING UP A COPY OF “AFTER THE RAIN.” IT'S A SEQUEL TO 
MY LAST COMIC. "WANDERING BORDER," WITH NATSURO MEETING TSUYUHIKO AFTER SUFFERING 
A BROKEN HEART THERE. 


SINCE THE RELEASE OF MY PREVIOUS WORK, | RECEIVED MANY READER COMMENTS SAYING THEY 
WANTED TO SEE A HAPPY ENDING FOR NATSURO AS WELL. LUCKILY FOR ME, THE SINGLE PAGE | 
CREATED ON NATSURO AFTER HIS HEARTBREAK COULD EVOLVE INTO A SPINOFF, MY SINCEREST 
APOLOGIES FOR TAKING SO LONG TO PUT THE STORY TOGETHER. IT'S BEEN WONDERFUL TO 
KNOW THAT READERS HAVE NONETHELESS BEEN WAITING FOR THE STORY TO COME OUT AND 
YOUR WARM WORDS DURING THE SERIALIZATION SERIOUSLY KEPT ME GOING. 


| GOT WORRIED ABOUT THESE TWO, WONDERING IF IT WAS OKAY TO HURT NATSURO, WHO WAS 
IN ENOUGH PAIN AS THINGS STOOD, AND TO SHOW THE COMPLICATED ISSUES THAT TSUYUHIKO 


FACED... BUT | THINK THEY MATURED TOGETHER AND BECAME A FINE COUPLE IN THE END. I'M 
GLAD THEY'RE HAVING FUN NOW, TEASING AND BEING TEASED BY ONE ANOTHER (AND | FEEL LIKE 
SUCH A PARENT). 


THANKS AGAIN FOR READING THIS WORK! 
IT'S A LITTLE DIFFERENT FROM "WANDERING BORDER." AND | HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT. 





THANK YOU, LOYAL READERS, MY EDITOR, 

WHO | ALWAYS END UP WORRYING DUE TO MY 
SHORTCOMINGS, THE DESIGNER WHO CAME UP 
WITH IDEAS FOR THE BEAUTIFUL COVER, THE 
PEOPLE IN SALES, THE PRINTERS, THE BOOKSTORES, 
AND EVERYONE ELSE INVOLVED IN CREATING THIS 
WORK. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH! 





BONUS PAGES FOLLOW. 









THANK YoU FoR BUYING 
THIS WORK ONLINE! 3, 
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YOU'RE 

ALWAYS 
“ml SPOILING 

MA ME... 















HE HAS SO 
MANY DIFFER- 
ENT EXPRES- 





=| \ ONE MINUTE, 
THEN GENTLE 
THE NEXT. 





THINKING, 
\ SEEING YOU 
FROM THIS 





‘{ tuHar's = \: 

‘{ GREAT, BuT |- 

| TELL Me |: 

‘\ WHAT YOU 

‘\ WANT ME /- 
\ topo! /:: 


: I'VE NEVER 
—~ | DONE THIS 
‘| SO, YOU'RE TO ANYONE. 
WHO'S SEEN 
PERSPEC- 4 ie 


TIVE. 













I WANT TO 
CONTINUE 
TO BE THE 






YOU LIKE 
THAT. 








OF 
COURSE. I’M 
DOING THIS 
BECAUSE 
IT’S YOU, 
NATSURO. 


KISS! 


© 
“oh © 
HOR! ~ KISS! 





